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SUB J : THORN'S PRESS STATEMENT ONTHE NATO SUMMIT 

1 . IN AN INTERVIEW IN WASHINGTON WITH A CORRESPONDENT 
FOR THE "REPUBLICAIN LORRAIN", THE LUXEMBOURG PRESS 
ON JUNE 2 REPORTS THAT PRIME MINISTER GASTON THORN 
CALLED THE WASHINGTON NATO SUMMIT "VERY POSITIVE". 

THERE FOLLOWS AN EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF THE RE- 
PUBLICAIN LORRAIN INTERVIEW. 

2. BEGIN TRANSLATION. QUESTION: "THE ALLIES OF THE 
UNITED STATES HAVE HAD DOUBTS FOR OVER A YEAR ABOUT 
THE FIRMNESS OF MR. CARTER'S LEADERSHIP BECAUSE HIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LUXEMB 00596 021349Z POSS DUPE 

FOREIGN POLICY HAS GIVEN THE IMPRESSION OF ZIG-ZAGGING. 

WAS IT YOUR IMPRESSION DURING THE NATO SUMMIT MEETING 
IN WASHINGTON THAT THE PRESIDENT'S HESITATIONS ARE 
OVER AND THAT HE NOW KNOWS WHERE HE WANTS TO LEAD 
THE UNITED STATES AND ITS ALLIES?" 

- THORN'S RESPONSE: "MR. CARTER'S AUTHORITY WAS 
NEVER DOUBTED BY THE NATO PARTNERS. IN ANY CASE, IT 
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WAS NOT THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSIONS AMONG EUROPEANS. 
NONETHELESS, THERE IS A DEFINITE IMPRESSION THAT AFTER 
THE TWO VICTORIES IN THE CONGRESS - THAT IS, THE 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY AND THE SALE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TO SAUDI ARABIA AND EGYPT AS WELL AS TO ISRAEL - THE 
PRESTIGE OF MR. CARTER IS RISING IN AMERICAN PUBLIC 
OPINION. IT IS TOO EARLY TO SEE IF MR. CARTER'S 
FOREIGN POLICY WILL IN THE FUTURE BE COHERENT. HE IS 
A HIGHLY MORAL MAN WHO WEIGHS WITH GREAT DELIBERATION 
THE PROS AND CONS, BUT HIS HESITATIONS ARE NOT THOSE 
OF WEAKNESS OR OF A MAN WHO LACKS WILL POWER. HIS 
METHOD OF PRESENTING (HIS IDEAS) WAS IMPRESSIVE. ON 
THE ONE HAND, IT WAS EASY TO GAUGE HIS CONSIDERABLE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PROBLEMS. ON THE OTHER HAND, ONE 
COULD SEE THAT HE WAS CONCERNED TO LEAVE NOTHING 
EQUIVOCAL, TO LEAVE NO DOUBES, AND TO ANSWER ALL THE 
QUESTIONS WHICH THE ALLIES RAISED." 

- QUESTION: "WHAT GLOBAL DEFINITION WOULD YOU GIVE 
TO THE MEETING?" 

- RESPONSE: "ONE SHOULD AVOID SUPERLATIVES, BUT 
ONE SHOULD ALSO AVOID MINIMIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THIS SUMMIT MEETING. IT WAS NOT ROUTINE. IT WAS 
POSITIVE. IT CEMENTED THE ALLIANCE, IT GAVE THOSE 
WHO TOOK PART A GREATER FEELING OF CONFIDENCE IN 
EACH OTHER; THERE WAS SIGNIFICANT RAPPROCHEMENT BE- 
TWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY; THERE WAS A RARE DEGREE OF 
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UNANIMITY, IN PARTICULAR WITH REGARD TO AFRICA; ALL 
THE PARTICIPANTS AVOIDED SUBJECTS WHICH WERE NOT ES- 
SENTIAL TO THE ALLIANCE. THE SUMMIT WAS USEFUL FOR 
EACH OF THE PARTICIPANTS AND FOR ALL OF THEM AS A 
GROUP. NOTABLY WITH TWO SUMMITS TAKING PLACE IN 
GERMANY IN THE NEAR FUTURE - ONE OF THE NINE AT 
BEREMEN AND THE ONE OF INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES IN BONN 
THE BILATERAL CONTACTS IN WASHINGTON ON THE MARGIN OF 
THE SUMMIT WERE EXTREMELY USEFUL." END TRANSLATION 

3. THE REPUBLICAN REPORT ADDED THAT IN PRIVATE 
THORN SAID THAT IT HAD BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE THERE 
HAD BEEN A MEETING OF THIS KIND CHARACTERIZED BY 
EXCHANGES OF VIEWS AS FRANK AND DIRECT; THAT THE PAR- 
TICIPANTS HAD AVOIDED PURSUING MARGINAL AND STERILE 
GUARRELS; THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO ESTABLISH A 
DEFINITE AFRICAN POLICY; AND THAT THE CONCERN CAUSED 
BY SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA WAS UNANIMOUS. AC- 
CORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THORN ALSO SAID IN PRIVATE 
THAT THERE WAS SOME CONFUSION ABOUT WHAT POLICY TO 
FOLLOW IN ZAIRE, NOTABLY OVER TWO INDEPENDENT 
PROBLEMS WHICH SHOULD HAVE BEEN HANDLED SEPARATELY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THESE WERE ECONOMIC AID, WHICH THE CREDITORS OF ZAIRE 
WANT TO DELIVER, AND MILITARY AID, WHICH THE U.S. AND 
FRANCE WANT TO GIVE TO PRESIDENT MOBUTU. LOWENSTEIN 
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